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Introduction
Early childhood caries (ECC) is defined as the presence of one or more decayed (noncavitated or cavitated lesions), missing (due to caries), or filled tooth surfaces in any primary tooth in a child 71 months of age or younger 1 . The objective of this study was to evaluate the relationship among early childhood caries, fluoride concentration of dental plaque, as well as presence of visible plaque in preschoolers aging 36 to 60 months.
Results and Discussion
The final sample comprised 108 children aging 36 to 60 months. The mean dmf-t score was 1.43. These children were divided in three groups: 1. Caries-free children (CF) group (n=42); 2. Children presenting early caries lesions (ECL) group (n=14); 3. Children with cavitated caries lesions (CCL) group (n=52). Figure 1 . Fluoride concentration in dental plaque of preschool children in the three groups.
Conclusions
There was association between the presence of clinically visible dental plaque and caries cavitated lesion. Fluoride concentration in dental plaque was significantly higher in Caries-free children than in the Cavitated lesion and Early caries lesion children.
